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Course Overview: 

This course concentrates on the emergence of sociology in the aftermath of the Enlightenment and the Scientific, French and Industrial Revolutions.  Sociology emerged as a way of understanding 'modernity' – the realization that a new kind of society was quickly replacing the previous agrarian one.  Figures such as Karl Marx, F. Engels,  Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, Georg Simmel, Mary Wollstonecraft,  Harriet Martineau and others are still widely read today because their insights help explain our contemporary societies, and because in many cases, sociological perspectives and paradigms owe much to one or more of these founding figures.  Moreover current research often develops on the basis of a dialogue with these "classic" foundational sociologists.  Charles H. Powers refers to this as the "founders' effect" by which the concerns of founding figures continue to shape the activities of the discipline for a long time to come.  Other scholars make reference to the formation of a 'canon', i.e. a body of privileged writings.
Learning Objectives: 

1.
To examine the emergence of the sociological tradition in its context.

2.
To appreciate the contributions of selected classical theorists in understanding 'modernity'.

3.
To understand how these classical theorists still contribute to sociology's paradigms and inspire 
current research.
4.
To develop transferable skills useful in what collar employment such as professional writing, 
professional presentation, advanced literacy, etc.

5.
To encourage critical, rational, and systematic thinking about society and to provide some insight 
on how the world is changing or likely to change.

6.
To encourage students to see how the various features of society are connected into a 'bigger 
picture' comprising a systematic whole (rather than one of disconnected parts).
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Course Organization and Educational Philosophy: 

This course includes lectures, video presentations, classroom discussions, and presentations in class.  Students should take each seriously, for example, by taking notes.  Questions on exams may refer to each of these sources of information; for example questions may refer to specific content of videos or material presented by students as well as from lecture-like presentations from the instructor.  Similarly information from classroom discussions may be relevant.  All techniques are salient learning opportunities and should be approached as such.

For this reason learners are expected to be present for each and every class.  Material cannot be repeated and learning technologies will be available only on the specific date in class.  Materials cannot normally be circulated outside of the classroom.  Attendance should be regarded as the expected behaviour of registered learners.  Those who anticipate their attendance to be occasional or hit-and-miss should find another class immediately in September.

Formal Assignments and Grade Structure: 

1.
Mid-Term Test in class on Wednesday, November 4.

Worth:  33%

It will consist of multiple choice, true-false, or fill-in-the-blanks questions.

2.
Written Assignment due on Monday, November 23.

Worth:  20%


Guidelines and suggested topics will follow in September.

3.
Final Examination scheduled between (December 7-19)
Worth:  47%

There will be an exam scheduled in December by the Registrar's


Office during the stipulated University period of December 7-19.


It will consist of one essay question and a multiple choice, true-


false, and fill-in-the-blank format.

Please Note:
STUDENTS MUST BE AVAILABLE FOR BOTH THE MID-TERM EXAM AND 


THE FINAL EXAM SCHEDULED BY THE REGISTRAR'S OFFICE IN 



DECEMBER.  NO TRAVEL PLANS SHOULD BE MADE FOR DECEMBER 


UNTIL THE DECEMBER EXAM DATE IS FINALIZED
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Required Text and Readings: 

a)
John Bratton, David Denham, and Linda Deutschmann.  Capitalism and Classical Sociological Theory.  2009.  University of Toronto Press.
b)
Cancopy Course Reading Kit:


i)
Extracts from:  Peter Kivisto, Key Ideas in Sociology

ii)
Extracts from:  Paul Sweezy, The Present as History

iii)
Extracts from:  Randall Collins, Three Sociological Traditions

iv)
Georg Simmel "The Metropolis and Mental Life" from Roberta Garner, ed. 

Social Theory:  A Reader, Vol. I.


v)
David Nock, "The Economic Inferiority of French Canada".  1972 M.A. 


Graduate Class Seminar Paper, The Institute (now School) of Canadian 


Studies; Carleton University.

c)
Some material will be available ON RESERVE at the LU Library or on various 
websites.
TOPICS 

The topic outline generally follows Bratton's textbook, Capitalism and Classical Sociological Theory.
Topic 1: 
Welcome; Introduction: 1-13 and ix-xii)



Course Outline

Topic 1a:
Modernity and Social Theory
Topic 2: 
European Enlightenment and Early Social Thought
Topics 3-5
Emile Durkheim:  Sociologist's First Great Sociologist.  On the Nature of Modern



Society (ch.6), Suicide, Religion, Education, and Sociological Method.  Kivisto.
Topics 6-8
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels:  Sociologists Unaware?  Philosophy, Theory of



History, Economics of Capitalism and related Topics.  Collins; Sweezy.

Topics 9-10
Max Weber:  Sociology's Second Great Sociologist.  On Methodology, Capitalism



and Society.  Nock.
Topic 11
Georg Simmel on Modernity:  Up and Down and Up the Greasy Pole of Fame and



Fortune.  Simmel.

Topic 12
Gender and Social Theory:  From Mary Wollstonecraft to Naomi Wolff.

Topic 13
Epilogue 293-307; and Conclusions.
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Caveats, Cautions and Encouragements 

  1. 
Students are encouraged to engage in active reading of personal copies of textbooks - making notes in margins, underlining or circling key words, sentences and concepts, making your indexes as you go along. 

  2. 
Students are advised that personal attendance at classes is correlated with better grades. Material tends to be related from one class to another and attending the occasional class here and there tends to discourage making connections. If you are away, having a friend "take notes" may be helpful, but it will never be a perfect alternative to your own presence. To quote Susan Day "Learning in Large Sociology classes" Teaching Sociology 1994, vol.22, April:161, "this study made clear that students who attended class more often scored higher on essay and multiple-choice examinations than students who attended class less often." 

  3.
Students should know what plagiarism is and the penalties involved. Plagiarism includes far more than 'buying' the work of other persons. 

  4. Assignments must be handed in on time. Penalties for late submission will apply. 

  5.
Students are encouraged to speak up, make points, and ask questions as all these encourage learning and understanding. 

  6. It is expected that students will make an effort to use proper English grammar, style, and spelling in all assignments. See Appendix. 

  7. The professor is not responsible for the choice of the room. This is done by bureaucrats armed with computers. Do not blame me if there is discomfort in sitting, seeing, or hearing. 

  8. Please arrive to class on time (ideally a little early). Also students should stay in class until its conclusion. When late arrival or departure is necessary, please do so quietly. 

  9. Scholarship should not be a grim matter. Try and enjoy the course. Always remember that what you put in, will influence what you get out of it. Bringing the right attitude of curiosity and interest is more important than the amount of knowledge you possess at the beginning. 

10. To limit disruption to your fellow students, the following have been suggested: turn off cell phones, pagers and watch alarms, restrict conversation to class related topics and avoid eating and drinking especially when noisy paper or pull-tabs are involved. Such eating and drinking interrupts other students, the instructor--and the student who might be eating and drinking as well! Avoid knitting. In general, avoid diverting your attention or that of others or the instructor from the objectives of the classroom. Please note, recent research points out the ineffectiveness of so-called "multi-tasking" Cell phone use in cars causes traffic accidents! Academic work should be treated with the commitment and attention of any valued advanced pursuit. 
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11. Do not ask the instructor in any fashion whatsoever to raise your grade because you "need" a higher grade. Such requests undermine the entire grading system and in the words of a last year student quoted in the Toronto Star newspaper, it is not fair to the other students. You alone are responsible for your mark by the quality of your work. This can be improved by conscientious effort aided by one or more of the books listed. (See Appendix on Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns). 

12. Students must expect to write exams and tests on the dates set. Students are expected to be available for all scheduled tests, examinations, and submissions. 
13. All students must expect to make an Oral Presentation in class. Sufficient preparation must be made. No alternative arrangement will be accepted.  DO NOT USE POWER POINT! 

14. No e-submissions please. 
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APPENDIX
On Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns 

 1.
A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers by The Sociology Writing Group (1991, 1998). 
 2.
The Sociology Student Writer’s Manual by William A. Johnson, Jr. et al. (1998). 
 3.
The Students’ Companion to Sociology by Jon Gubbay et al. (1997). 
 4.
Making Sense: a student’s guide to research, writing, and style by Margot Northey, 1983, 1993, 2002. See especially 2002 with its new chapter on oral presentations. 

 5. 
Making Sense in the Social Sciences: a student’s guide to research, writing, and style by Margot Northey and Lorne Tepperman (1986). 

 6. 
A Short Guide to Writing About Social Science, 4th Edition, by Lee Cuba (20002) or 2nd Edition currently in the Lakehead University library, 


Please note that the 2002 edition of No. 4 by Margot Northey and the 1994 and 2002 edition of No. 6 by Lee Cuba have chapters on oral presentations. 

  7.
Strongly Recommended Website: www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/ 

Students should BUY ONE of the first six books above (Numbers 1-6).
  8.
Gage or Oxford Canadian Dictionary. 

  9. 
Oxford, Penguin and Collins Dictionary(ies) of Sociology. 

10. 
Lambert, Stephen. Great Jobs for Sociology Majors 1997. 

11. 
Stephens, W. Richard Jr. Careers in Sociology. 1999. 

